
�  n a snowy Monday in 
mid-January, an intrepid 

group, composed of members 
of both the Waterbury and 
New Haven chapters and led 
by Dean Emeritus Steve Rob-
erts, met at St. Luke’s 
Episcopal Church in New 
Haven for visit to the Rus-
sell pipe organ.  This is a 
fascinating instrument with a notable fea-
ture—a brass Trumpet en Chamade over 
the entry door speaking (quite effectively, 
to be sure!) into the nave.   

  After Steve gave us a brief yet thorough 
history of the organ, which dates from the 
early 1980’s, he sat down at the console and 
proceeded to demonstrate the instrument as 
only he can!!  He showed us all of the vari-
ous sound colors the Russell can produce, 
and entertained us with bit and pieces of his 
own wide ranging repertoire. 

  After the demonstration, it was our turn to 

take the beast for a spin!  This 
being the only musical stop on 
the tour, everyone got plenty of 
playing time.  There was even a 
trap drum setup, left from the 
previous day’s worship no 

doubt, upon which your 
dean accompanied George 
Giblin as he played a lively 
number on the organ! 

  After the musical entertainment was com-
plete, we drove over to the Playwright res-
taurant for dinner and conviviality.  As al-
ways, both were excellent.  The menu 
choices were tempting indeed, and there 
were even old organ pipes in a façade be-
hind the bar.  Not playable, more’s the pity! 

  We adjourned early so that we could all 
make it home through the rising blizzard!  
OK, so it was just some moderate flurries, 
but I still felt like Nanuk of the North on 
the way home!  Organs can do that to 
you  — that’s why we like them! 
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Hymn-Playing:  SCP, CAGO,  AAGO, ChM 
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Transposition:  SPC, CAGO,  AAGO, FAGO 
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Strategies for Specific Exams: 
Service Playing Certificate 
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TThis month the his month the 
Dean’s Message is Dean’s Message is 
devoted to some devoted to some 
practical tips for practical tips for 

taking the Certiftaking the Certifi-i-
ccaation Exam for tion Exam for 

the Service Playing the Service Playing 
Certificate.  By Certificate.  By 
Cheryl DuerrCheryl Duerr����
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�  t is getting to be that time 
of year once again!  When 
Punxatawny Phil pokes his 

head above ground, it is really 
to see just who is playing what 
at our annual Students and 
Members recital.  Teachers: 
start getting your students 
ready!  This will be a great op-
portunity for them to perform 
in a public yet relatively 
friendly setting!  Members of 
the SPC class take note: you 
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“A divided Germany 
after WWII caused 
most of the attention 
to be on the 
Schnitger type of 
organ of North 
Germany, thereby 
causing many 
misconceptions about 
the performance and 
registration of J.S. 
Bach's music.”  Steve 
Roberts 
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Here is a program you are NOT going to 
want to miss!  As you know, Steve Rob-
erts takes groups of his organ students to 
Europe just about every year, to see hear 
and play the great instruments of that continent.  Re-
cently, his group visited Central Germany, an area rich in 
organs some of which had, until recently, been behind the 
Iron Curtain.  Steve will present a program with audio 
and video on the Historic Organs of Central Germany on 
Monday evening March 9, 7-9pm at the Naugatuck Val-
ley Community College in Waterbury CT.  Room E-440, 

Directions: 
 
Route 8 
Take the Danbury exit onto I-84, then 
first exit off I-84 (exit 18).  Bear left at 
the fork and take a left at the light. Go 
to second light for East Entrance and 
third light for West Entrance.   
 
Route I-84 West 
Take exit 18, bear left at the fork and 
take a left at the light. Go to second 
light for East Entrance and third light 
for West Entrance.  
 
Route I-84 East 
Take exit 18. At light take a right and at 
next light take a right. Go over bridge 
and at light take a left onto Chase Park-

way. Go to first light for 
East Entrance and second 
light for West Entrance.  
 
The first entrance (east 
entrance) on the right will 
take you to Founders Hall 
and Ekstrom Hall. The sec-
ond entrance on the right 
(west entrance) will 
take you to garage parking, 
and Kinney Hall, Fine Arts 
Center, Student Center, 
Library, as well as Ekstrom 
Hall.  
 

should be planning to perform 
your repertoire selection(s) at 
this event as well!  Everyone 
else — this is your event!  Play 
if you would like to! Attend by 
all means.  You are supporting 
your friends and fellow musi-
cians by being in the audience, 
and we all can benefit from an 
afternoon of fine music!  As 
with all of our major events, 
this will feature a trip to an 
area restaurant afterwards for 

conviviality and comesti-
bles, so plan an extra few 
hours and don’t miss our 
stirring a capella rendition 
of the Doxology!  (Memo to 
Lou: Don’t miss this one!)  
Plan on a 3pm (that’s 15:00 
for you military or European 
types!) concert.  Venue to 
be announced shortly, but it 
will be in Waterbury.   
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Here is a potential re-
source for all of us:  The 
Organ Library of the 
Boston Chapter AGO is 
a research library dedi-
cated to preserving the 
musical heritage of the 
pipe organ.  Catch them 
on the Web at: www.
organlibrary.org  
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Have you ever grappled with the challenges of preparing a student to serve in the church music 
world while studying in an academic environment? 
Have you ever tried to prepare a sixth grade student to serve as a 
church organist? 
Have you ever helped an older student make the transition from piano 
to organ? 
Have you ever had a young student ask you about the future of church 
music? 
If so, this year's AGO National Conference on Organ Pedagogy co-
sponsored by the Yale Institute of Sacred Music, March 11–14, 2009, is for you! 
 
This year's theme, "Teaching Church Music in North America: An Old Vocation in a New Millen-
nium" will delve into these challenges. We will hear details of representative church music pro-
grams in colleges and universities from around the country, and leaders in the field will offer mas-
terclasses every day featuring the nuts and bolts of teaching church music (including hymn playing, 
anthem accompaniment, and improvisation). We will also delve into the future of church music and 
how that will reflect our pedagogical emphasis in years to come. Keynote speaker Martin Marty 
will be joined by Quentin Faulkner, Don Saliers, Bishop Robert Rimbo and Marva Dawn. The con-
ference will feature the organs and facilities of Yale University. 
Please follow the link below to register and take advantage of the discounted "early-bird" registra-
tion which ends Jan. 31: 
http://www.yale.edu/ism/events/ago_main.html 
AGO Committee on Continuing Professional Education 
Shelly Moorman-Stahlman, DMA  

This month, some videos from YouTube for members of the SPC class who are choosing pieces from the 
repertoire: 
· http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3KYvqYuMXzg — Adagio from Organ Sonata 1, Mendelssohn 

· http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cq7uzYmgvFc&feature=related  — Sonata number 2, Mendelssohn 

· http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ehc0GBQA9m0&feature=related  Sonata number 2, movement 3, Mendels-
sohn 

· http://www.youtube.com/results?search_type=&search_query=vierne+24+pieces&aq=f           a listing of the vid-
eos of various of the 24 Pieces in Free Style of Vierne 
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New Haven Chapter Organ Crawl Wallingford      
16 February 2009! (President's Day) 
 
Organ Crawl in Wallingford. Organs to include: 
9:30 AM - Most Holy Trinity, 84 North Colony St. (Rt 5), Richard Fowler 
10:30 AM - White Oaks Baptist Church, 20 North Whittlesey Ave. 
11:30 AM - Congregational Church of Wallingford, 23 South Main St., Dr. Jeannette 
Gross 
12:30 PM - Lunch at Siam Valee Restaurant (David Doolittle, proprietor), 20 Ives Rd. 
2:30 PM - Choate, 333 Christian St., Ralph Valentine 
Email Susan Paisley if you would like to attend, so she can get a headcount! 
spaisley@optonline.net  
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Registrar 
33 Averyll Avenue 
Wolcott, CT 06716�
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Phone: 203-879-3709 
Fax: 203-757-6382 

Email: pipeline@waterburyago�
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Stephen Price, a student of Steve Roberts, received word today from the 
Fulbright commission that he is a finalist for a Fulbright grant! It's not a to-
tally done deal yet, but once a person is a finalist, it's a very good bet that 
they will get an award. Stephen has been accepted to study with Michel Bou-
vard at the Conservatoire National du Region in Toulouse, France. He will 
also be playing at the master class in NYC on Presidents' Day.  (see below) 
Congratulations to both Steves!! 
 
And from Ron Ebrecht…….. 
Buzz from Wesleyan…... 
Spring enrollment in organ at Wesleyan is maxed with 10 students and there  
are 6 on the waiting list. Go Wes! 
 
 
 

The New York City Chapter invites you to attend its annual Presidents’ Day Conference on Sunday 
evening, 15 February and Monday, 16 February. The conference will take place at the Church of the 
Holy Family, the United Nations Parish, 315 East 47th Street (between 1st and 2nd Avenues) in Man-
hattan. The church is a short walk from Grand Central Terminal and accessible by public transporta-
tion. The conference schedule is as follows: 
Sunday, 15 February 
7:30 p.m.: Recital, Peter Richard Conte 
Monday, 16 February 
10:00 a.m.: Registration 
10:30 a.m.: Lecture, Thomas Murray 
Marcel Dupré, a generous benefactor, and the Fifteen Antiphons, Opus 18 
12:00 Noon: Lunch on your own 
2:00 p.m.: Lecture, Thomas Murray 
Mendelssohn Discovery in Cracow, Poland 
3:30 p.m.: Break 
4:00 p.m.: Master Class with Alan Morrison 
6:30 p.m.: Solemn Celebration of Evening Prayer  
Music provided by The Holy Family Choir, Paul Murray, Director 
A reception follows Evening Prayer 
Admission to the recital and conference are free to members of the NYC Chapter. For all others, 
admission for the recital is $20 ($15 students/seniors) and the conference registration is $40. Con-
sider dual membership in the New York City Chapter and attend for free! For more information, 
please contact Paul Murray, Sub-Dean, at pjmurray@churchholyfamily.org.  


