
The Hymn Festival and Recital scheduled 
for Sunday 3 May 2009 has been resched-
uled to November of 2009.  There were 
several reasons for this decision, which was 
made at a special meeting last Tuesday. 

 

First Congregational Church has been very 
generous to everyone over the years, but 
their  investment fund has suffered a fate no 
doubt similar to some of ours in these last 
months.  They have no capability to open 
the church for practice or events at times 
when it would not normally be open, and 
the Chapter would have had to pay for sev-
eral days of practice, and for the event it-
self.  Fortunately, our Chapter funds have 
not gone up in smoke like the market, but 
on the other hand we are always about as 

rich as a traveling rabbit, so we are unable 
to lay hands on those funds at the moment. 

 

In addition, at least one major player on the 
choir side was not going to be able to par-
ticipate due to a conflicting obligation.  It 
was felt by all that it would be better to pick 
another date when everyone could take part 
in what will surely be a very rewarding 
event. 

 

Maria Coffin has been organizing all of 
this, and she has put together a wonderful 
program.  When the time rolls around to the 
new date, we will all want to make sure we 
don’t miss this one! 
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Steve Roberts treated us to a fantastic tour 
of several of the most significant organs 
in Central Germany, in a video presenta-
tion that he made during his last trip to 
that area with his organ students. 

According to Steve, much of the prevail-
ing thinking about Bach’s music as it re-
lates to organs and registrations has been 
built upon the organs of Northern Ger-
many, which were the only ones available 
for perusal and study prior to the reunifi-
cation of Germany in the 1990’s.  As a 
result of this historical event, the organs 
in the areas where Bach lived and played, 

which had been inaccessible, are now ac-
cessible.  It turns out that these organs, built 
by Silbermann and others, are considerably 
different in sound from the Schnitger in-
struments that have often been the basis of 
Bach scholarship. 

We got to hear some great organs played by 
the organists of Germany as well as by 
Steve and some of his students.  It was a 
journey in sight and sound that was not to 
be missed—I’m glad I was there! 
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F ourth Annual Memorial Organ 
Concert, Trinity Arts Series - Douglas Major, or-
ganist, at Trinity Episcopal Church, 220 Prospect St, Tor-
rington, CT. Free will offering or contribution in memory or 

honor of a loved one whose name will be listed in program.  
Tom Bott atbott@charter.net 860.485.0211  May 9th, Saturday, 
at 7:30pm 
 
This sounds like an excellent opportunity to get together for a concert!  
And perhaps a bite after?  Or before?  Stay tuned to your email and the 
web for more details.   
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BASSO 
CONTINUO: 
When musi-
cians are still 
fishing long 
after the legal  
season has 
ended  
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I arrived in Mexico on a warm Sunday, due to the fabulous efforts and support of composer 
Raul de Zaldo Fabila, to give three performances of the "Concierto de Las Aves." Featuring mu-
sic about birds from throughout the ages (Rameau, Saint-Saens, Mussorgsky, Handel, who 
could forget Messiaen, and some originals by Raul), the concert was unique in the aspect that 
every piece of music had an accompanying synchronized video of local wetlands, migratory 
birds, and other avian themed images. After spending three days locked in Raul's apartment fin-
ishing up details on registration and video, we emerged to take to the concert to UNIVA, the 
Catholic University in Guadalajara. A crowd of over 200 happily enjoyed the concert featuring 
the bird music and also the talents of the University's choir. Early the next morning, we packed 
up Raul's content organ and set off on the road to the small seaside community of San Blas and 
the International Festival of Migratory Birds! Five hours later, after driving through plains and 
jungle, we smelled the sea breeze, and set to installing the organ in the only church in town. As 
the afternoon wore on, the power to the all of the small towns flickered on and off (one could 
see the lights off along the coast). Luckily for us, around 8:00 at night, the 
power decided to remain on constantly, setting our hearts at ease. Upon the 
arrival of the municipal governor, we began the concert once again to a 
highly enthusiastic crowd. This was the first organ concert ever in their com-
munity, and they were thrilled! I could hear a father of some young boys in 
the first pew trying to explain what my feet were doing, and with the amount 
of flashbulbs going off, I almost felt like a celebrity! The concert was a huge 
success, and we spent the next two days celebrating by visiting bird sanctuar-
ies, waterfalls and beaches...some serious perks to the organist job! After en-
joying the vacation aspect of the trip, we packed the organ back up and set 
off for a 6 hour drive to Ciudad Guzman, for a concert in honor of the Inter-
national Wetlands Day and the dedication of Laguna Chapala as a Ramsar 
Site (a nationally protected landmark). This concert took place in a 
huuuuuuugggee cathedral (the reverb from the content organ was around 6 
seconds!), and with the many helping hands from the University of Guadala-
jara, we set up without any hitches! I played the final concert to yet another 
packed and enthusiastic audience! Apparently, the audience was so pleased, that 
now members of the church are looking into what it would cost to repair their 
pipe organ, rendered nonfunctioning by a large earthquake in the 1980's! After much fun, many 
adventures, and tons of fantastic juicy fruit, I sadly jumped back on the plane full of memories 
and inspiration to work harder and become an even better musician!  

Each year Ron Ebrecht’s organ students at Weslyan have what they call the Organ Romp.  
This late-night event, held in late April this year, is an opportunity for the students to show 
off musical compositions of their own! 

On YouTube we find a very good video of a performance at the last Organ Romp—A ren-
dition of the music from a video game called Wizards and Warriors!  This one would 
make a good postlude after a particularly dull service!!!! 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YYGM6UNlT68 
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Virtual. PipesVirtual. Pipes   

�

Laura, Raul and Guillermo Barba  



Registrar 
33 Averyll Avenue 
Wolcott, CT 06716�
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Phone: 203-879-3709 
Fax: 203-757-6382 

Email: pipeline@waterburyago�
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HHappy Easter from Joe Vitacco and JAV appy Easter from Joe Vitacco and JAV 
Recordings!Recordings!  
Here is the link to a performance by StHere is the link to a performance by Ste-e-
ven Tharp of his new composition Easter ven Tharp of his new composition Easter 
Fanfares on the organ at St. Patrick’s CFanfares on the organ at St. Patrick’s Ca-a-
thedral in New York!  And excellent thedral in New York!  And excellent 
video, and an amazing composition and video, and an amazing composition and 
performance!  Enjoy!performance!  Enjoy!  
 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2DNDDxFB2og 

 


