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On Sunday May 3 2009we have
been invited to visit théAbbey of
Regina Laudisin Bethlehem CT to
hear and play the 1896 Huchings or-
gan located in the church of Jesu Fili
Mariee. This instrument, acquired
by the Abbey in 1968, has two
manuals and pedal, with 430 pipes
over 9 stops including the pedal
Bourdon. The organ is tracker ac-
tion with couplers for swell to great,
and both manuals to pedal. 1t is
typical of the instruments in smaller
churches around the turn of the cen-
tury, and was installed in the church
in 1993 by Jeremny Cooper and lan
Highet. Typically for the time it
was built, some of the stops are not
full compass, and extend only to low
C.
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Another fascinating attraction for our visit  tains the creche to begin our tour with thi
to the Abbey of Regina Laudis is the 19th incomparable artifact!
century Neapolitan Creche, a near twin to

the one at the Metropolitan Museum of

Art in Manhattan which is one of the star

attractions of the Christmas season in

New York. The Abbey’s creche contains

68 figures, most around a foot high, and

dressed in beautiful period costumes. We

will meet in the white barn which con-
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Perhaps the best
known Sister at the
Abbey of Regina
Laudis is Mother
Dolores Hart,
0O.S.B., wel
known actress of
stage and fih,
who has been the
Abbey’s Dean of
Education since
1972
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hope that you can all

join us for this exciting

event at the Abbey of

Regina Laudis. The
Abbey, located in Bethle-
hem CT, is a contemplative
community living accord-
ing to the rule of St. Bene-
dict. They host a number
of musical events during
the year, and it was at their
Christmas concert last year
that | made the acquaint-
ance of Mother Anne, the
sister in charge of the pipe
organ. Although not an or-
ganist herself, not unlike
your own dean in this re-
spect(!!), she loves this in-
strument and the music it
makes and has done a great
deal of work to document
the instrument and the
work done to it after it was
acquired by the Abbey in
1968.

When | told Mother
Anne about the AGO and
our penchant for visiting
organs in the area, she im-

mediately invited us to
make a pilgrimage, so to
speak, to the Abbey. This |
was glad to arrange and we
will make our visit on Sun-
day, May 3rd. We will be-
gin at 3pm at the white
barn off Flanders Road
that houses the Neapolitan
Creche, for a look at this
unigue and historical work
of art. Then we will go up
the hill (by auto, never
fear!) to the Church of Jesu
Fili Mariae to hear and play
the Hutchings organ. At
4:30 the Sisters sing Ves-
pers in the church, and we
can stay and hear their in-
comparable plainchant.
After Vespers we will head
on over to The Painted
Pony restaurant in Bethle-
hem for dinner and some of
our patented Waterbury
Chapter conviviality!

Don’t miss this one - bring
your music!
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From [-84 going West

At Exit 17 take Route 64 through Middlebury.

Turn right onto Route 6 in Woodbury.

Turn left onto Flanders Road, where there is a &igthe Abbey.
In four miles the entrance to the Abbey is on yagint.
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Coming soon, to a location near you!

The Wesleyan Organ program is going 24/7. There arkl students, including
6 undergrad majors and 1 grad student. Demand hasden exceeding practice
room space, so, another practice organ is soon te lon-the-way. A

three-rank Wicks c. 1960 rebuilt by Charles Callaha is going to be

removed Thursday April 23 from the Episcopal Churchin Castleton, Vermont
and brought back to Hartford. There, Austin will check it out and it will
be installed in the rehearsal hall in the chapel caoplex.
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Meanwhile, the students are creating another of theremarkable
end-of-the-year programs: the annual organ romp. Tks year, the fun and
merriment will be on Thursday May 7, at 10 pm. Orignal films, costumes,
an arrangement of "Like a Prayer" for pedal duet, all this and more can be
yours to delight in, and its free. (Bach Passacagliby Brian Parks, T&F

in D by Andrew Chung, etc.)
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