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O ur First Annual Advent Hymn Festival turned out to be a won-
derful event that was very well attended and much enjoyed by 
all!  St. John’s Episcopal Church on the Green in Waterbury 
was the venue for this celebration of the liturgical music of the 

Advent Season, which was conceived and organized by our own Maria 
Coffin.  Maria was joined at the console by organists Robert Havery, 
Daniel Scifo, Jean Degan, William Degan, and Brian Parks and in the or-
gan loft by members of Waterbury area Choirs.  The program was marvel-
ously played and sung, and the large audience joined enthusiastically in 

singing these great hymns 
of Advent.  So much so, 
in fact that the decision 
was taken on the spot to 
make this the first of an 
annual series of Hymn 
festivals!  So we can look 
forward to another excit-
ing and fulfilling festival 
sometime during the 
2010-2011 season.  When 
details become available, 
you will be the first to 
know, so stay tuned, and 
meanwhile, a big Water-
bury THANK YOU to 
Maria for all of the hard 
work planning and orga-
nizing this event! 
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And the music 
moves us, and 
inspires us, and for 
a brief moment in 
time transports us 
to that greater 
world—the one we 
really live in and 
the one to which 
we hope to go.   

Some Christmas Carols played on the organ: 

http://hifihymnbook.com/ 

This site features Hymns and liturgical music played on the Organ, or in some cases, the piano.  
Over 100 selections are currently available, with more added.  They feature many Christmas Carols 
and hymns! The menu is a virtual jukebox, which although slightly bizarre in this setting, functions 

Virtual. PipesVirtual. Pipes   

I must first apologize to our Dean that this edition was prepared in some haste, due to my 
other commitments.  I was unable to request his input for this issue until too late for a 
Christmas Eve publication.  Mike will be back with all of his wit and wisdom next issue! 
 
As much as our modern society seems to want to overlook it, Christmas is a religious 
event.  It often seems that the real meaning of Christmas gets completely submerged and 
overlooked in the commercial hustle and bustle of the busiest consumer economic time of 
the year.  Giant corporate concerns are made or broken in this short season, and as indi-
viduals we are often so caught up in the planning of gifts, cards and parties that Christmas 
comes and almost goes without a thought given to Jesus, the reason for the season, as my 
new coffee mug proclaims.  (I got that mug specifically to remind me every day of this 
truth, just in case I forget!) 
 
And then comes Christmas Eve itself, and Christmas Day.  For just about all of us this 
means a visit to church, and it is here, at last, that we come to grips with the miracle that 
we celebrate every year.  And lo, there, in that church, woven into the service, is God’s 
great gift of music.  And the music moves us, and inspires us, and for a brief moment in 
time transports us to that greater world—the one we really live in and the one to which we 
hope to go.   
 
The music of the Christmas season is my favorite liturgical music.  Just about every hymn 
and carol is capable of moving this hard-bitten old pilot to tears, or at least as close to 
tears as I allow myself to come!  And the organ plays a principal (no pun intended!) role 
in this music for me, and for everyone who hears it.  For the organ speaks, in a sense, in 
God’s own voice, infinite and eternal, from a whisper to a roar.   
 
Those of you who make this music in this season are playing a major role in keeping 
Christ in Christmas!  So play your hearts out tonight and tomorrow, ad majorem gloria 
Dei.  And thank you, now and always, for doing what you do so well! 
 
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 
 
Tony Vallillo 
Pipeline Editor 
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The New Haven Chapter AGO in cooperation with the Bridgeport and Waterbury chapters is 
sponsoring an organ crawl to the Naugatuck River Valley on the Martin Luther King holi-
day, Monday, January 18. This event has been arranged by Stephen Roberts, AGO District 
Convener for CT and RI. The crawl is free and is open to all the members of the three chap-
ters and organ students from area schools and universities. Everyone is asked to bring a bag 
lunch; beverages will be provided. Parking is very limited at some of these locations, so par-
ticipants are asked to car pool. We will have two commuter lot meeting points for Waterbury 
Chapter members. The first pick-up point is the lot at intersection of I-84 and Rt. 322 in 
Marion/Plantsville at 8:45 a.m. The second pick-up point is the lot at the intersection of I-84 
and Rt. 70 (near the Brass Mill Mall) at 9:00 a.m. The snow date for the organ crawl will be 
Presidents' Day, Monday, February 15. Everyone is welcome to play the organs, so please 
bring your organ shoes, and music for manuals only and manuals with pedal. Playing time 
for each person will be strictly limited to five minutes at each location, in order to allow eve-
ryone who wishes to play to have a chance. The first location will be St. Peter's Episcopal 
Church in Oxford at 9:30 a.m. Directions will be handed out there for each of the subsequent 
locations. 
Directions to St. Peter's, Oxford from Waterbury: Take I 84 West toward Danbury. Take Exit 
16 (Rt. 188/Southford); turn left on Rt. 188 at end of exit ramp. Continue on Rt. 188 for ap-
proximately 2.2 miles At junction of Rt. 67 turn left and go 3.4 miles to St. Peter's Church, 
421 Oxford Road. Church is small, white Carpenter Gothic church on right.  
WE NEED TO HAVE A HEAD COUNT OF EVERYONE WHO IS GOING BY FRIDAY, WE NEED TO HAVE A HEAD COUNT OF EVERYONE WHO IS GOING BY FRIDAY, 
JANUARY 15JANUARY 15. This will allow us to have sufficient beverages on hand. We plan to have cof-
fee and donuts at St. Peter's, and beverages for lunch in Derby. Please email Susan Paisley 
(not Stephen Roberts as previously advertised elsewhere) at spaisley@optonline.net or call 
her at 203-298-9129. We hope to see you there, as this will be a very fun and exciting day! 
ORGAN CRAWL ITINERARY 
9:30 a.m. St. Peter's Episcopal Church, 421 Oxford Road, Oxford. 2 manual former resi-
dence organ by Jardine, c. 1860 
11:00 a.m. Derby United Methodist Church, 17 Fifth Street, Derby. 2 manual J.H. & C.
S. Odell organ, Op. 65 of 1868. We are particularly grateful to Edward Odell of the Odell 
firm who tuned the organ and kindly paid for heating the building for this day. Ed will also 
be there to speak to us about this instrument.  
11:30 a.m. Second Congregational Church, 136 Elizabeth Street, Derby; this church is 
located around the corner from the Methodist Church. 2 manual tubular pneumatic action or-
gan by LC Harrison, 1889. We will have lunch in the church hall here. 
1:15 p.m. Church of the Assumption RC, 61 North Cliff Street, Ansonia. 3 manual Mid-
mer-Losh organ, 1929. This orchestral organ was designed according to the ideas of Robert 
Hope-Jones, and was built by the same firm who built the mammoth Atlantic City Conven-
tion Hall organ. It has a rare 85 note Choir manual for playing transcriptions.  
3:00 p.m. St. Francis RC Church, 318 Church Street, Naugatuck. 3 manual George Ry-
der organ, Op. 156 of 1890. This is the only 3 manual Ryder organ extant. A young Ernest 
Skinner was Ryder's apprentice at this time. 
4:30 p.m. Shrine of St. Anne, 515 South Main Street, Waterbury. One manual anony-
mous chamber organ, c. 1840. This instrument was recently moved here from the former 
Hitchcock Museum in Riverton. 
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ORGAN CRAWL MONDAY, JANUARY 18 th –
Martin Luther King Holiday �

“This orchestral organ 

was designed according 

to the ideas of Robert 

Hope-Jones, and was 

built by the same firm 

who built the mammoth 

Atlantic City Convention 

Hall organ. It has a rare 

85 note Choir manual for 

playing transcriptions.” �
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Phone: 203-879-3709 
Fax: 203-757-6382 

Email: pipeline@waterburyago	

Registrar 
33 Averyll Avenue 
Wolcott, CT 06716	
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