
Old Man Winter blustered 
and threatened, but when 
faced with the determina-
tion and enthusiasm of 
over 30 of AGO’s finest, 
he retreated back to his 
northerly lair, licking his 
wounds as he fled!  For 
these were the hard core 
stalwarts of not one, not 
two, but three Connecti-
cut Chapters, led by the redoubtable 
Steve Roberts!  Winter didn’t have a 
chance!  The Old Man beat feet so 
quickly that the sun was shining before 
noon, making the stained glass come 
alive in all of the churches we visited!  
And what churches they were!  And 
what Organs! 

‘The group met in the rustic town of 
Oxford, at St. Peter’s Episcopal, where 

coffee and goodies were 
spread out before us.  We 
introduced ourselves and 
proceeded to consume vast 
quantities, before making 
our way to the sanctuary to 
inspect and play the for-

mer residence organ 
originally built by Jar-
dine around the mid 
1800’s.  Although a wee 

bit out of tune, it was a charming instru-
ment and our members had the perfect 
bits of repertoire ready to go!   

All too soon it was time to get the mo-
tor runnin’ and head out on the high-
way!  Down the Valley we went, to the 
town of Derby, at the confluence of the 
Naugatuck and Housatonic rivers.  
( C o n t i n u e d  n e x t  p a g e )                                                                       
                                                         
                                                                

Over 30 members from three chapters 
attended the Crawl-a-thon! 
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Friday, February 19, 7:30 p.m. St. Peter RC Church, 121 
Main Street, Danbury. Frederick Teardo, associate organ-
ist and choirmaster of St. Thomas Church, Fifth Avenue in 
New York City will perform the complete <Le Chemin de 
la Croix> of Marcel Dupre. This will take place within the 
context of a traditional service of Stations of the Cross. 
Admission is free. You won’t want to miss this one! 
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First stop in this miniature Pittsburgh was the Derby 
United Methodist Church, with its marvelous stained 
glass (certainly not the last such we would see that 
day!) and a jewel of a 2 manual JH and CS Odell or-
gan from 1868.  There to greet us and introduce the 
instrument was none other than Ed Odell, the current 
head of the Odell firm right here in Connecticut, by 
whose generosity the church was heated for the day 
and the organ tuned!  This wonderful instrument was 
restored by Richard Hamar in 1974, and has required 
little maintenance since then.  Steve Roberts praised 
the quality of this organ, calling it one of the finest of its kind in Connecticut. 

When all of the members who wanted to play this instrument had had their fling, we walked 
across the street to the Second Congregational 
Church.  Here we found our one and only tubular 
pneumatic action organ of the day, built in 1889 by 
LC Harrison.  This organ obviously had a different 
touch than the trackers we had been playing up to that 
point, and a number of the members took advantage 
of the opportunity to try their hands (and feet!) on this 
type of action.  After the music making was finished, 
we retreated to the church hall for lunch, which we 
had all brown-bagged per orders of the organizers!  
Beverages were supplied and a great repast was had 
by all. 

On the move once again, we headed up river a few 
miles to the beautiful Church of the Assumption in 
Ansonia for one of the highlights of the day’s activi-
ties.  Everyone has heard of the mighty Atlantic City organ, the Midmer-Losh titan that 
boasts over 30,000 pipes and seven manuals!  Here in Ansonia we found titan’s little 
brother.  In 1929, just about the same time as it was building Senator Richards’ giant, Mid-
mer-Losh built and installed a large (but not, of course, in comparison to Atlantic City!) 3 
manual organ that shared at least one characteristic with its big brother—an 85 note Choir 

manual.  Meeting us at Assumption was Tony Burke, the organist and master 
of the beast!  He put on a demonstration that was as virtuosic as it was 
unique — on autopilot, as it were!  This organ has a MIDI interface, and 
pieces can be played back exactly as they were originally played, like a mod-
ern version of a player organ!  
Tony joined us in the nave whilst 
the electronic Tony played away 
up in the loft!  A great way to get 
an introduction to the instrument.  
After that, we all had to have a 
go on it, even your humble edi-
tor, who, as you all know, is not 
an organist but only plays one on 
TV!  Rich symphonic stops 
abound on this organ, and we 
were delighted that Tony invited 
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The action, and some old pump boy graffiti , was 
visible behind the organ at St. Peters in Oxford 

Console, St Peters  
Oxford 

The Odell organ at Derby United Meth-

Bill Degan demonstrates that the hand is 
quicker than the eye at Second Congre-
gational in Derby. 

Tony Burke looks on as a member plays in 
the giddy heights of the loft at Ansonia. 
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us back for more, an offer I’m sure many will avail 
themselves of! 

Now we got to do some real driving, all the way 
up the valley to Naugatuck, where we visited St. 
Francis RC Church and its 3 manual Ryder of 
1890.  This is said to be the only extant 3 manual 
Ryder, and it was a real treat to hear and play it!  
Nancy Stewart, organist and Music Director, met 
us and introduced the organ.   

I would be remiss if I failed to mention the unbe-
lievable stained glass at all of the churches we vis-
ited.  I could write another article entirely about 
the glass, lavishly illustrated, but here we must 
merely mention it in passing, except to say that the 
playing of our members made perfect counterpoint 

to the magnificent visual effects of the windows in these 
churches! 

After we had musically sated ourselves at St. Francis, we 
headed all the way up the valley for the final stop of our 
organ marathon—the Shrine of St Anne for Mothers, in 
Waterbury.  This is the large gothic cathedral-like 
church just south of I-84 in downtown Waterbury.  Built 
in the early 1900’s by the French-Canadian community 
of Waterbury, the church was ravaged twice by fire, 
most recently in the 1970’s.  Currently under restoration, 
St Anne’s, which has a digital organ in the choir loft, has 
benefited from the donation of a circa 1840 tracker 

chamber organ originally located in Trinity Church in Torrington, and more recently housed in 
the John Tarrant Kenney Museum.  Restored by Richard Hamar, who joined us on the tour and 
gave an in-depth presentation on the instrument and its restoration, the organ is an absolute jewel 
of sound, and it brought out the very best in our members who took advantage of the opportunity 
to play it.   

St. Anne’s was the end of the line for the organ marathon, 
and we all crossed the finish with wind to spare, so to 
speak!  So much so that several of us perpetuated the old 
Waterbury tradition of dinner out after an event, and made 
our way to the Olive Garden at the Brass Mill Center for 
some fine food and great fellowship!   

The entire crawl was videotaped with the intent of putting 
together a program which can be aired on the Community 
Access Channel of the local cable company.  If this comes 
to pass, it will be a great way to promote the AGO, local 
churches that take care of fine instruments, local educa-
tional programs and the like.  Perhaps we will all be TV 

stars soon!  Stay tuned, as they say in Tinseltown! 

All three chapters would like to say a great big ������ ��	������� ��	� to Steve Roberts, for his hard 
work in putting together what has to be the best AGO event in recent memory!   
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Who put that piano keyboard on this organ!?  
The 85 note Choir manual at Church of the As-
sumption, Ansonia. 

St Francis, Naugatuck 

Tracker action circa 1840—Shrine of St Anne 



Registrar 
33 Averyll Avenue 
Wolcott, CT 06716�
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Phone: 203-879-3709 
Fax: 203-757-6382 

Email: pipeline@waterburyago�
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