
S AINT LUKE’S - An Episcopal 
Church in the heart of New Haven 
was founded on June 7, 1844 at a 
meeting of the “colored members” 

of the parish of Trinity Episcopal Church, 
New Haven. One of the founding members 
was Alexander DuBois, grandfather of W.
E.B DuBois the great African American 
historian and civil rights leader.  
 
Saint Luke’s was one of the first 
churches in the country, and the 
third oldest Episcopal Church, 
with a predominantly African 
American congregation. The 
Church also played a crucial 
role in the assimilation of immi-
grants, especially from the Car-
ibbean countries, into the local 
society. Today, St. Luke’s is an 
inclusive congregation that 
seeks to follow the radical call 
of the Gospel within downtown 
New Haven.  

 
Through worship services, prayer and sup-
port groups, and an ongoing meals program 
to the hungry and homeless, the Church 
opens its doors, offering material and spiri-
tual support to those who find themselves in 
need in the downtown New Haven area.  
 
The church is located at the southern end of 
Whalley Avenue, one of New Haven’s 
main commercial arteries and right in the 

heart of the sprawling Yale Uni-
versity complex of properties. 
It is also surrounded by many 
small business storefronts.  In 
the midst of a mix of affluent 
university properties, the 
Church's mission to the poor 
and disadvantaged is an impor-
tant extension of the spiritual 
life of the congregation. 
 
From the history of St. Luke’s 
Church, on the St. Luke’s website 
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In the early 1980’s the church engaged 
Stephen Russell to build a new instrument 
for their liturgical use.  This 3 manual 17 
stop tracker organ is the result of that col-
laboration.  Tonal design is typical of the 
1980’s in America, and of the three manu-
als, only two are regularly used, since the 

third manual currently hosts only the 
Chamade reed stop and the chimes.  There 

is, of course, room for expansion using 
the third manual, and perhaps some day 
this will be possible!  The stop action is 

also mechanical. 
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This is not the newsletter 
of the Alaska Pipeline, 
but you wouldn’t know it 
judging by the weather 
we are having this  
winter!! 

SPC class to be held at SS Peter SPC class to be held at SS Peter 
and Pauland Paul  

TThe second class in the Service Playing he second class in the Service Playing 
Certificate Series will be held on SatuCertificate Series will be held on Satur-r-
day 24 January 2009 at 12:00 noon until day 24 January 2009 at 12:00 noon until 
2:00 pm at SS Peter and Paul Church in 2:00 pm at SS Peter and Paul Church in 
Waterbury CT.Waterbury CT.   
  
67 Southmayd Rd, Waterbury CT67 Southmayd Rd, Waterbury CT  
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What was it that first got you “hooked” on 
the pipe organ?  I’m sure that for most of 
us it was the sound of the instrument itself, 
and that there were certain special pieces 
of music that made that sound reach out 
and grab us! 
 
For me, growing up in Catholic churches 
in the 1950’s and ‘60’s it was the majestic 
hymn “Holy God we praise Thy Name”.  
There weren’t all that many “hymns” 
played at Catholic services back then, as I 
recall.  Mostly the music was integral with 
the mass, elements like the Gloria and the 
Credo, which for the most part did not 
vary musically from week to week.  I 
never attended a church large enough to 
use the great classical masses, such as 
Vierne’s Messe Solemnelle.  But at certain 
major liturgical events the “Holy God” 
hymn was played, often as a processional, 
and most of the organists I heard were able 
to make this a very majestic event indeed.  
So much so that I soon wanted to become 
an organist myself, thus setting in motion a 
chain of events that has led me to this out-
standing group of people!  Never mind 
that somewhere, along the way, I changed 
careers! 
 
There was another moment, much later in 
my life, when a piece of organ music just 
grabbed me by the lapels and refused to let 
go.  That would be the very first time that I 
attended the Sunday Mass at St. Sulpice in 
Paris, back in September of 1998.  The 
prelude for the mass was a piece by 
Sweelinck, “Fantasia Chromatica” – a 
piece I had never heard before.   
 
Apparently, I must have a weakness for 
descending chromatic harmonies.  This has 

been true in other genres of music as well, 
even some rock music!  Whatever………..
for when M. Roth began the descending 
chromatic motif I sat bolt upright and lis-
tened!  And wonder of wonders, that motif 
repeated again and again, in wonderful 
harmonies, the whole of it spiced up con-
siderably, as I would later discover, by the 
marvelous timbres of Cavaille-Coll!   
 
When I later huffed and puffed my way up 
to the organ loft to meet the Maestro, I 
waxed so poetic about “that piece you 
played as a prelude” that Daniel, no doubt 
amused by my babbling, called me over to 
the console at the end of the second mass 
and said, as he was about to begin the 
postlude, “This is for you!”  Whereupon 
he proceeded to play the Chromatica 
again!!  Suffice it to say that this is still 
one of my all-time favorite musical selec-
tions of any kind, and it, as much as any-
thing else, returned me to the path of seri-
ous organ enthusiasm, an affliction I suffer 
from to this day! 
 
How about you?  What was it that got you 
“hooked”? In particular, what piece of or-
gan music made you sit up, listen, and then 
go out and become an organist?  Think 
back, and savor the memory of a wonder-
ful moment, a moment that perhaps 
changed your life—no doubt for the better!  
Then send me an email and tell me what 
that music was.  I’d like to write an article 
for the PipeLine, a story about all of your 
first favorite pieces!  And wouldn’t it be 
great to have a special Member’s Recital 
(to use the old term!) with each member 
playing that very piece for us all!  What a 
great way to share and to reminisce! 
 

���������	������������	������������	������������	������������	������������	������������	������������	��� ��������

� � � � 	� � � � 	� � � � 	� � � � 	 � �� � 	 			

������������	�������������	� ��

� � � 	 � � � � � � � �� � � 	 � � � � � � � �� � � 	 � � � � � � � �� � � 	 � � � � � � � � 	 			

�

CORAL CORAL   

SYMPHONYSYMPHONY: ��
�������
	
���

	���	����
��������	�
�������������
����������
��������
 



� � � 	 � � � � � � � �� � � 	 � � � � � � � �� � � 	 � � � � � � � �� � � 	 � � � � � � � � 				

From July 28-August 10, 2009, the University of Kansas will sponsor KU European Organ 
Study Tour IV: North Germany, under the direction of professor Michael Bauer. This tour will 
include a significant number of the major Schnitger organs, as well as renaissance instruments, 
important 17th century organs by Scherer and Stellwagen, romantic organs by Ladegast and 
Sauer, and contemporary instruments by Ahrend and Metzler. We will also tour the Ahrend 
shop and have free time in Hamburg and Lübeck. For further information see www2.ku.edu/
~organ, write mbauer@ku.edu, or call 785-864-9744.  
 

On Monday the 19th, after sating our musical appetites, we will 
retreat to the Irish confines of The Playwright restaurant in New 
Haven for another of our patented good times!  The menu is wide 
ranging, featuring far more than just Irish cuisine, so there should 
be something for everyone.  The Playwright is located at 144 Tem-
ple Street opposite the Omni Hotel in downtown New Haven. 
There is street parking as well as several  secure parking garages 
in the immediate vicinity.  See the map on page 4 for more details! 
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University of Kansas Sponsors North German Organ Study Tour 
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D comes into the 
bar and heads 
straight for the 
bathroom say-
ing, "Excuse me, 
I'll just be a sec-
ond." Then an A 
comes into the 
bar, but the bar-
tender is not 
convinced that 
this relative of C 
is not a minor. 

Just Released  
“TourBus 2 Goes to Methuen” 
Information on Carol’s website 

http://melcot.com/recordings.html 
The series TourBus is proud to announce the release of the second DVD. These DVDs 
will form a collection of the great organs of the world – you will hear performances, 
meet fascinating people and enter into the depths of these great instruments. 
In TourBus 2 we visit the great organ in Methuen, Massachusetts. In this DVD, join 
me (Carol Williams) as we walk inside the great organ and see the mammoth work-
ings of this huge instrument. Then, I sit and chat with Edward J. Sampson (President 
of the Board of Trustees) as he explains the history of this amazing instrument.  
Music performed: 
Mad Rush – Philip Glass 
Riff Raff – Giles Swayne 
Toccata in Seven – John Rutter 
Mozart Changes – Zsolt Gardonyi 
The Entertainer – Scott Joplin 
 
Dr. Carol Williams 
www.CarolWilliamsNow.com 
San Diego Civic Organist, USA 



Registrar 
33 Averyll Avenue 
Wolcott, CT 06716 
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Minister of Music 15 hrs/wk. St. John 
Lutheran Church, 520 Paddock Avenue 
Meriden, Ct. 06450-phone 203-238-
2331. Seeking organist for 2 weekly 
services plus choir and handbell choir 
director. 2 manual Gress-Miles organ. 
Salary $20,000-$21,000. Send resume 
and references to church address-Attn 
music committee 
 
 

 

Phone: 203-879-3709 
Fax: 203-757-6382 

Email: pipeline@waterburyago/��
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Empty Organ Benches 


