
It is one of the oldest musical instruments 
in the world.  The Romans used it in the 
circuses and the Coliseum and even in the 
famous "Baths of Caracalla", in much the 
same way that its' descendants of today are 
used in sporting venues. (da..da..da..
daaaaah..da..daaaaah……
Charge!)  Music has been 
written for it for nearly a 
millennium.  It is the origi-
nal "Heavy Metal" music - 
the sounds come from pipes 
made largely of lead.  The 
largest modern example 
required a freight train to 
carry.  The volume of 
sound it can produce is ca-
pable of shaking a Gothic 
Cathedral's millions of tons 
of stone.   It has been 
known for centuries as the "King of Instru-
ments".  "It" is the pipe organ, and until 
well into the industrial revolution it was 
both the loudest and most complex machine 
ever built by human hands.   And 2008-
2009 is the "International Year of the Pipe 
Organ", a celebration created by the Ameri-
can Guild of Organists and the Associated 
Pipe Organ Builders of America, two 
groups very closely tied to the instrument 
and its' music! 
 
The city of Waterbury has some out-
standing pipe organs in various churches, 
some of them more than a hundred years 
old and still in fine condition.  One of the 
largest and most versatile is the 1964 
Moller/1995 Foley-Baker organ at First 
Congregational Church on the 
green.  (Moller is the name of the company 
that originally built it; Foley-Baker is the 
company that later nearly doubled it in 
size)  The console of this instrument has 3 

keyboards (called manuals in the vernacular 
of the organist) and another keyboard for 
the feet (the pedals). The console has con-
trols for over sixty different collections of 
pipes (each collection known as a “stop”) 
enabling the organist to "paint", as it were, 

from a considerable sonic 
palette, with colors in 
every tonal hue, and 
power ranging from al-
most inaudible to earth-
shaking. It has powerful 
computers to retain mem-
ory of the thousands of 
registrations or combina-
tions of stops the organist 
makes in preparation for a 
presentation. 
 
The First Church organ is 

widely-known in Waterbury because each 
October, for more than ten years, it is pre-
sented in an introductory program to all 
Waterbury fifth grade students. Some 
15,000 have attended these concerts, and 
thousands more have attended the concerts 
of organ and orchestra, and other programs 
given regularly. Concert organists often 
prefer this instrument because the console 
is in the front of the church, giving the au-
dience a good view of the artist in action. 
 
A direct descendant of the ancient "Pipes of 
Pan", a pipe organ is actually a wind instru-
ment.  This is often confusing to laymen, 
since it is played through a keyboard that 
bears a superficial resemblance to that of a 
piano, leading many to associate the 
two.  In reality, pianos and the other earlier 
keyboard instruments such as the harpsi-
chord are stringed instruments, with the 
strings either plucked (harpsichord) or 
struck (piano) to create the sound.  A pipe 
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Note: This article has been sent to the Republican American—hopefully to be seen next week! 
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· Friday, October 17 at 
8:00 p.m. Organ recital 
by Istvan Ruppert, pro-
fessor of organ at Liszt 
Academy in Budapest, 
Hungary. St. Peter RC 
Church, 121 Main 
Street, Danbury. Re-
ception. Freewill Offer-
ing 

· Sunday 19 October 3pm 
First Congretational 
Church, Waterbury.AGO 
Certification overview 
with Cheryl Duerr 

· Sunday 19 October 4pm  
First Congregational 
Church, Waterbury,Fred 
Teardo in Concert!  .  

�

 

���� � � � � � � � �� � � � � � � �� � � � � � � �� � � � � � � � 	 
	 
	 
	 
 � � � � � �� � � � � �� � � � � �� � � � � � 	 � 
 � 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 		 � 
 � 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 		 � 
 � 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 		 � 
 � 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 �	 	 	 �	 	 	 �	 	 	 � 
 � � � � �
 � � � � �
 � � � � �
 � � � � � 	 � � � �	 � � � �	 � � � �	 � � � � 	 			

� � � � � � � � � � 	 � �

��
����	��
��

����

���������	�
�����

������ ��

�
����
	������������� ��

������������� ��

������������� ��

 !"���#�$�	�%�	����� &�

� �



organ, on the other hand, produces 
sound by blowing air through a pre-
cisely tuned pipe.  Its' complexity 
comes from the need to have an indi-
vidual pipe for each note on the key-
board; since, unlike a flute or clarinet, 
there is no way to alter the pitch or 
tone of a pipe once it is installed.  In-
stead, "ranks" of pipes, one for each 
note, are arranged in order of size (the 
lower notes require longer pipes) on a 
box filled with air under pressure.  A 
valve below each pipe admits this 
pressurized air, and the pipe sounds when needed. 
 
The earliest organs were often small; in fact, many 
of them were more or less portable, and could be 
placed upon a table for use or carried in parades. 
But over the years it became possible to create 
pipes that emitted a variety of tones, such as the 
tone of a flute, or perhaps a reed instrument like  
a clarinet, or a brass instrument like a trum-
pet.  Thus evolved the concept of the organ as a 
"symphony in a box", and the instruments grew 
exponentially in size and complexity.  As the 
number of different sounds (ranks) increased, 
more keyboards were needed, as well as controls 
to turn on and off the various ranks to create com-
binations of sounds. Pedal keyboards were added, 
so that some sounds could be activated by the or-
ganist's feet - usually the lowest notes in the 
bass.  As far back as the 1600's, pipe organs with 
3 or 4 keyboards (and pedals) and dozens of ranks 
of pipes were being constructed.  Johann Sebas-
tian Bach, considered to be the greatest organist 

of his time (and some say of all time) wrote music 
for and played on large church organs like 
this.  First Congregational's Moller organ has 
nearly 3000 individual pipes, arranged in 60 ranks 
that can be selected in almost an infinite combina-
tion of ways to create sounds.  This instrument has 
almost all of the sonic resources of an orchestra, 
and in the hands of a master organist just about any 
kind of music can be played on it. 
 
Over time, as a result both of its’ mechanical com-
plexity and the complexity of the music that was 
being written for it, the organ became arguably the 
most difficult of all musical instruments to master. 
Virtuosity on the organ was achieved only after 

years of study and prac-
tice.  Like so much about the 
organ, this has not changed, 
and the organist of today 
spends as much time as Bach 
did perfecting his or her craft.   
A concert organist today has 
typically attended a four year 
college, majoring in organ per-
formance, and has followed 
that with either a Master’s de-
gree in organ or perhaps even 
a Doctorate. 

 
Relatively few musicians rise to the highest levels 
of virtuosity on the organ.  This is due to a vari-
ety of circumstances, not least of which is the 
sad-but-true fact that mastery of the organ (or of 
almost aspect of what most people consider 
“Classical” music) is usually far less financially 
rewarding than mere competence on the electric 
guitar!  Even so, hundreds of students every year 
pursue higher education in the organ, and Con-
necticut has more than its share of budding virtu-
osi in the several institutions of higher learning 
that support organ programs.  And Waterbury 
itself can lay proud claim to one of the rising 
stars of the concert organ firmament! 
 
Frederick Teardo is the son of Thomas and Maria 
Teardo of Waterbury.  He received his first music 
lessons from his father, but then studied with 
Stephen Roberts, then Director of Music at SS. 
Peter & Paul Church in Waterbury.  Teardo was a 
1999 honors graduate of Crosby High School.  As 
a high school student in Waterbury, he won sev-
eral organ competitions, including first place in 
the Regional Competition for Young Organists 
sponsored by the American Guild of Organ-
ists.  He later attended the Eastman School of 
Music in Rochester, New York, where he studied 
with David Higgs, and completed 
his graduate study at Yale, where he is a candi-
date for the degree of Doctor of Musical 
Arts.  Teardo won first place in both the 
Wells organ competition and the Augustana 
Reuter competition, and he was a semifinalist in 
the Dallas International Organ Competition, and 
the St. Alban's competition in England.  He is 
currently Associate Organist at St. Thomas 
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Teardo won first 
place in both the 
Wells organ com-
petition and the 
Augustana Reuter 
competition, and 
he was a semifinal-
ist in the Dallas 
International Or-
gan Competition, 
and the St. Alban's 
competition in 
England.   
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Church, Fifth Avenue, in New York City, which 
has one of the premier church music programs in 
the world.   Teardo has performed at regional and 
national conventions of the American Guild of Or-
ganists and the Organ Historical 
Society, and is an ac-
tive performer who has 
been heard in recital all over the 
USA.  His playing is superb – 
lively, even fiery when the mu-
sic calls for it, at other times 
delicate and ethereal, and al-
ways exquisitely sensitive to the 
mood and intent of the com-
poser.   
 
To celebrate the “Year of the 
Pipe Organ” the American 
Guild of Organists Waterbury Chapter is joining 
with First Congregational Church in Waterbury to 
present Frederick Teardo in concert.  This event, 
which is being held on Sunday October 19th at 
4pm at First Congregational (222 West Main 
Street, Waterbury, CT. 203- 757-0331), is part of 

the world’s largest organ concert – literally hundreds of 
organ concerts are being presented all over America on 
the same day.  But only in Waterbury will you be able to 
see and hear this outstanding young virtuoso!   

 
Mr. Teardo’s program for the 
Waterbury concert is an exciting one, 
featuring both pipe organ classics and 
new music especially written for this 
event!  You won’t want to miss this 
opportunity to hear one of Waterbury’s 
finest musical instruments played by 
one of Waterbury’s finest musical tal-
ents.  Tickets are $5, available at the 
door.  Reservations are not required.   
 
 
 

By Tony Vallillo, Ron Ebrecht and Steve Roberts 
American Guild of Organists, Waterbury Chapter 
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Open the Door to the Next Chapter of Your Life – 
and take one of the AGO Exams! 

If  your ship doesn’t come in, swim out to meet it.  Jonathan Winters 
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Cheryl Duerr, re-
gional Coordinator 
for Education, will 
present a program 
on the joys of AGO 
certification on Sun-
day 19 October at 
3pm at First Con-
gregational Church.  
Participants will get 
first crack at some 
good seats for the 
concert, so come 
early and join us in 
this excellent pro-
gram! 



NEW WEBSITE The organ department of Western Connecticut State University 
in Danbury has a new website www.wcsuorgandept.org designed by David Gib-
lin, who designed our chapter website. In addition to information for prospective 
students and links to the university website, it includes a "photo tour" tab, where 
visitors can view photos of their January study tour to France. Their next tour will 
be a trip to the Netherlands and North Germany in January 2009. In 2012 West-
Conn will be constructing a new $97,000,000 Center for the Arts which will in-
clude a concert hall with a pipe organ.  



BETHESDA LUTHERAN CHURCH 
New Haven, CT 

DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRY 
Position Description 

The Director of Music Ministry leads, encourages and supports the congregation as it 
worships God in song and other music.The director will exhibit strong choral conduct-

ing and organ skills, an awareness and appreciation of Lutheran liturgical and theological traditions, and organ-
izational and leadership abilities in working with adults, youth and children. 
Expectations: 

· Support the vision, goals and annual objectives of the congregation.  (See attachments.) 
· Assist the pastor in preparing the liturgies for Sunday and other days (including planning congre-

gational, choral and instrumental music for each). 
· Gather and nurture the musical gifts of members and other participants for the worship of God at 

Bethesda. 
· Assist Bethesda in developing its repertory of song, hymns and service music. 
· Maintain excellence in one’s own musical skill through regular practice, study and continuing edu-

cation. 
Specific Duties Include: 

· Planning, preparing, playing organ and/or piano and directing choirs for the Sunday services (2) as 
well as for special services including, but not limited to, an Advent service of Lessons and Carols, 
Christmas Eve, Christmas Day, Ash Wednesday, Lenten Midweek, Holy Thursday, Good Friday, 
and the Easter Vigil. 

· Serve as a resource for children and youth ministries including the Sunday School (especially at 
the opening exercises for the children during the learning hour) and develop a youth choir and/or 
other ways of involving youth and children in worship through music. 

· Serve as Musical Director of the Bethesda Music Series, which presents high quality performances 
to raise funds for local social service organizations. 

· Serve as an ex-officio member of the Worship and Music Committee, and the Music Series Com-
mittee. Meet regularly with the pastor and attend other staff meetings upon the request of the pas-
tor. 

· Provide or arrange for music at weddings and funerals.  (Extra reimbursement provided.) 
Qualifications: 

Possess excellent music skills with training in organ, choral conducting (both adult and children’s 
choirs) and church music.  A Master of Music degree or its equivalent in education and experience is 
preferred.  A background in liturgy and theology is desirable. 

Salary and Benefits: 
Minimum salary plus benefits of $23,000 negotiable depending on experience and educational qualifi-
cations.  For approximately 20 hours per week. Funds for continuing education available.  Four Sun-
days paid vacation, two Sundays of sick leave. Music Director permitted use of church instruments for 
rehearsals and private instruction. 

Other Provisions: 
Church owned choral library, church account with lending library of Institute of Sacred Music.  Budget 
lines provided for substitute organists, music purchases, instrumentalists, special music events. 

Terms 
Annual renewable contract with annual performance and salary review.  The Director of Music Minis-
try is directly responsible to the pastor.  Position will be open as of [date to be inserted] and will re-
main open until filled. 
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