
It’s that time again!  Hardly seems like a 
year has passed since our last hootenany at 
Alice’s place!  But it has, and it has brought 
a good deal of fun with it!  Hartford Organ 
crawl and Austin Factory tour, Member’s 
Recital, Rosina De Gomez, to name just a 
few of this year’s delights! 

And now it’s time to party once again!  The 
scene, as it so often has been lately, is the 
Rancho de Mancinone, otherwise known as 
67 Todd Place, Wolcott CT.  Alice’s place!  
Starts at 5pm, so our musical chores should 
be complete by then.  Food, beverages and 
fun!  Weather permitting, bring your swim-
wear, because the pool should be up to tem-
perature by then!   

We will also be presenting and discussing 
our plans for next year’s activities, in 
the “Year of the Pipe Organ”.  We have 
some interesting plans in the works — 

see inside for some mouth watering tidbits! 

Pot luck, as before—see George’s email for 
details, and give Alice a headss-up! 

Hope you can all make it.  If you haven’t 
attended lately, this is certainly the year to 
get back in the swing!  See you there from 
5pm until ??? 

      Alice’s place 
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St. Peter Choir with organ-
ists Stephen Roberts and 
Larry Bishop.  
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It's official now, we'll have a key-
board temperament and tuning 
workshop Saturday, July 19, 2008 
at St. Matthew Church in Forest-
ville (120 Church Ave.) at 12:30, 
but this will be preceded by lunch 
at 11:30 at Applewood Restaurant, 
820 Farmington Ave. (Rt. 6), Bris-
tol.  
 
We'll look at the physics of har-
mony and how this relates to key-
board tuning. We'll also be able to 

compare several temperaments be-
cause the Ahlborn-Galanti organ has 
several temperament options. Come 
prepared to ask questions and play, 
if you like. It will be interesting to 
hear the same hymn or piece in dif-
ferent temperaments. We'll finish at 
2 or 2:30 p.m.  
 
So, kindly spread the word! 
Thanks. -Bill Degan  
860-712-3536 
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That is the title of a fascinating book on the subject 
of temperament in general, and the history of tun-
ing systems which led us to today’s equal tempera-
ment.  The title makes the author’s point of view 
pretty obvious form the start, of course, but the 
book is an interesting read nonetheless. 

Temperament has always been fascinating to me 
since I discovered it some years ago.  I once had a 
spirited (as in Democrat vs Republican!) 
“discussion” with a musical friend along the lines 
of “why the heck did those old guys in wigs write 
so much music that involved the black keys?!”  
His reply, that different keys had different 
“colorations” prompted an indignant retort to the 
effect that “They can’t possibly sound any differ-
ent—they are all the same sets of pitches, just 
higher or lower on the scale”.   

This was the point where my friend introduced 
me to the fact that no, they weren’t always the 
same, followed by a discussion of circles of fifths 
and other music theory esoterica.  Now I had had 
a small familiarity with the fact that after con-
sumption of certain fifths one will in fact tend to 
do a little “circling”, but as applied to music this 
was all new, albeit scientifically plausible.   

It took the acquisition of some recordings made 
on instruments of unequal temperament to actu-
ally acquaint myself with the sonic reality of tem-
perament.  Of course, perfect intervals nowadays 

often sound a bit “out of tune”!  But just a few 
repeats will reveal a rich sound and a locked in 
harmony that has a beauty all its’ own. 

Most of us probably looked askance at tempera-
ment, since it is usually taught in some music the-
ory course by a professor who seems to have just 
stepped out of some NASA laboratory, and  
thinks that all of us have PhD’s in sonic engineer-
ing!  But in the hands of a great teacher who has 
a true interest in the subject, Temperament can be 
a fun, fascinating, and musically enriching study, 
even for a few hours. 

Fortunately, we have among us just such a great 
teacher!  Our own Bill Degan, who has also had a 
true interest in the subject for quite some time, 
kindly consented to present a class on Tempera-
ment and Tuning Systems for us in July.  This is 
a terrific opportunity to explore, in layman’s 
terms and with as little scientific mumbo jumbo 
as possible, this marvelous subject. 

What’s more, Bill has chosen a venue uniquely 
suited to such an exploration.  Without wanting to 
start Organ War III (pipes vs digital), suffice to 
say that a modern digital has multiple tempera-
ments that are instantly selectable, so that any 
piece of music can be played in any available tun-
ing system!  So come on down for some real fun, 
and dust off a few pieces of early music, so we 
can hear them in the tuning for which they were 
written.  It all starts with lunch at 11:30 in Bris-
tol. 
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And 
while we’re at it, don’t forget the AGO National 
Convention in Minneapolis-St. Paul next month!  
Check the American Organist for details! 
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From Steve Roberts: 

An 8 stop tracker studio organ is being in-
stalled this summer in White Hall, the music 
building at WCSU. The chassis of the organ is 
a recycled 1906 tracker by Harry Hall, but the 
pipework will be from other instruments. The 
organ is being installed by Richard Hamar, 
who has won awards from the OHS for his 
restoration work. The pipework will be voiced 
by John Hendriksen, former head voicer at the 
famed Aeolian-Skinner company. The organ 
will be in Romantic style and will have re-
sources similar to those of a French <orgue de 
salon>. Having this instrument on campus 

will allow me to do at least some of my teach-
ing on campus, something which has been 
impossible up to now. This will be the only 
teaching organ on the campus of any state 
university in Connecticut. You should also 
know that Governor Rell has released 
$12,000,000 for the design phase of a new 
$100,000,000 Center for the Arts at WCSU. 
The plans for the concert hall include a pipe 
organ--the only concert hall with an organ in 
the western part of Connecticut, and the only 
concert organ on the campus of any Con-
necticut state university. The projected com-
pletion date for the Center for the Arts is 
2012.  

yourself to pick out the melodies and 
even harmonies of music you listen to, 
so that you can play by ear.  This abil-
ity, while the kiss of death to a new 

student still learning to read music, is a useful ad-
junct to an accomplished musician’s bag of tricks.  
Give it a try — you’ll enjoy it, and so will your ad-
vanced students! 
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This month’s trip to the Web is an 
online Ear Trainer, an interesting aid to discern-
ing musical intervals.  There are a number of 
such programs online, to be sure, but this is a 
good one — the Big Ears Online Ear Trainer! 
This sort of thing is tailor made for training 
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Virtual PipesVirtual Pipes   

Reubke.  
St. Peter RC Church, 121 Main Street, 
Danbury.  
Freewill offering. 203-792-1751 

St. Peter Choir with organists Stephen 
Roberts and Larry Bishop. Choral works 
of Mendelssohn, Faure', Haydn, Mozart, 
and Franck. Organ works of Ives and 

...the only 

teaching organ 

on the campus 

of any state 

university in 

Connecticut����



Registrar 
33 Averyll Avenue 
Wolcott, CT 06716 

�

� � 	 � 
 � � 
 � � � � � � 	 � 
 � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �

 

Empty Organ Benches 

Phone: 203-879-3709 
Fax: 203-757-6382 

Email: pipeline@waterburyago�
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· October—Fall Organ Concert in conjunction with the AGO “Year of the Pipe 

Organ” 
 
· Throughout the year—Programs and presentations centered around 

Certification, particularly the Service Playing Certificate.  Possibilities 
include sight reading, transposition, literature for the exam, and the like. 

 
· Early March—Presentation on German Pipe Organs by Steve Roberts 
 
· After Easter—Ecumenical Choir Festival/Hymn Festival 
 
· Early June—Annual Picnic and Meeting 
 
 

�

�������������	
���������������	
�� ��
 
Sometime in June, the program Modern Marvels, on the History Channel, will present 
an episode in their series about metals dealing with Lead and its uses.  The pipe organ 
will be included among the latter, and it might just be worth a watch, or a setup on the 
TIVO!  Check the History Channel website for times! 


