
Fred Teardo wowed the crowd at First Con-
gregational Church in Waterbury on the 
19th of October.  Playing a concert that was 
part of the Pipe Organ Spectacular of the 
AGO, Teardo brought the audi-
ence to its feet with marvel-
ously played and registered 
renditions of such classics as 
the “Great” G-minor Fantasia 
and Fugue (Bach), Durufle’s 
Scherzo, the Liszt Fantasy on 
BACH, and a special perform-
ance of a new piece, Stephen 
Paulus’ Baronian Suite, com-
missioned especially for these 
concerts. 

The Moller organ at First Con-
gregational co-starred, and 
was in tip-top shape thanks to the efforts of 
Sub Dean Mike Fazio and Dean Emeritus 
Ron Ebrecht.  Temperatures had changed 
considerably since the organ had been 

tuned the previous week, and the reeds 
were way out in left field.  Ron and Mike 
went to work just before the concert began, 
and treated the growing audience to a “live” 

tuning!  Things were per-
fect when Fred took the 
controls! 

After the concert, mem-
bers from Waterbury and 
New Haven (co-sponsors 
of the event, along with 
First Church) repaired to 
Tequila’s Mexican Can-
tina for a Fiesta Musica!  
Although Lou Neuchter-
lein and Gloria had to 
leave early, the group still 
sang the Doxology before 

dinner, and it sounded better than ever!  
Too bad you missed it, Lou!  As always, a 
great time was had by all! 
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On Sunday the 19th, Cheryl Duerr, re-
gional coordinator for Education, and our 
own Laura Ouimette jump started our 
year-long series of workshops aimed at 
helping you prepare for the Service Play-
ing Certificate tests next fall.  Cheryl is 
also, in the real world, a Life Coach spe-
cializing in helping people, especially 
musicians, change the direction of their 
lives.  She pointed out that Fear is the en-
emy of change, and that with purpose, 
skills, incentives, resources and , perhaps 
most importantly, an action plan, success-
ful change is certain to happen. 

Laura Ouimette, a graduate student of 
organ, and an experienced church musi-

cian, has been chosen to teach the series of 
workshops and seminars on topics related 
to the SPC test.  Laura is one of our most 
dynamic and energetic young organists, and 
she has put together an outstanding syllabus 
for this program!  Check out Laura’s pro-
gram in this 
issue and catch 
the excitement!   

You won’ t 
want to miss 
this series!   
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Laura Ouimette and some fans! 

http://www.agohq.org/education/index.html   —–The AGO National Website Certification pages 

Here you will find information on requirements and schedules of testing, to say nothing of fee schedules for 
the examinations! 

Virtual PipesVirtual Pipes   
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This month’s 
Dean’s Message 
column has been 
turned over to 
Laura Ouimette, 
who will be teaching 
the SPC workshops 
over the next year.  
Join Laura, myself, 
and many other 
fellow members as 
we challenge 
ourselves to prepare 
for Certification! 
 
Tony Vallillo 
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Waterbury Chapter 
American Guild of Organists  
Service Playing Exam Course  

Syllabus, 2008-2009 

Session I: INTRODUCTION and REPERTOIRE SELECTION  
A.Exam Requirements Overview  
B.Survey of performance pieces in categories A, B, C. Each participant picks three pieces.  

C.Introduction of 2007 Examination Hymn Booklet, hymn section and psalm section.  

D.First round Transposition exercises (scales, I-V-I)  

Session II: TRANSPOSITION 

A.Introduction of methods (from AGO article)  

B.Introduction of more transposition exercises  

C.Picking a hymn from the Hymn Booklet  

D.Review of pieces picked for exam, category A (practice playing in front of others).  

Session III: BASIC HYMN PLAYING  

A.Introduction of the exam organ specifications  

B.Registering your hymn  

C.Examining the text of your hymn  

D.Tempo and space between verses  

E.Options for varying verses (re-harmonization, isolating soprano, adding passing tones)  

F.Review of transposition (practice playing for us)  

G.Review pieces picked for exam, category B  

Session IV: ACCOMPANYING CHOIRS  

A.How to point a psalm  

B.How to accompany psalm with congregation  

C.Pick psalms for each to work on  

D.Review of anthems for accompanying choir  

E.Breathing, nodding, basic bench conducting, etc.  

F.Registration on anthems  

G.Review of transposition, hymn playing  

H.Review pieces picked for exam category C  

Session V: SIGHT READING  
A.Learning to sight-read methods  

B.Exercises to improve sight reading  

C.On Practicing with a recorder  

D.Review of choir accompaniment  

E.Review of hymn transposition and playing  

F.Review of pieces from categories A, B, and C  

Session VI: MOCK EXAMINATION  

Each candidate will have the opportunity to perform their entire service playing requirements 

� � � � 	� � � � 	� � � � 	� � � � 	 " """ 				

…..Then the 
bartender notices 
a B-flat hiding at 
the end of the bar 
and exclaims, 
"Get out now. 
You're the 
seventh minor 
I've found in this 
bar tonight 
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travel to the classes are welcome to attend 
in either capacity.   

The first session will be held on Saturday 
afternoon the 22 of November at 2pm.  The 
location will be announced shortly, but will 
be a church in the Waterbury area.  We plan 
to have subsequent sessions at different 
churches convenient to everyone in the 
class, the better to experience some differ-
ent instruments. 

If there is interest, we will meet for either 
lunch before or early dinner/late snack after 
the workshops.  This sort of cuisine and 
camaraderie is a Waterbury tradition and 
we look forward to some great times! 

This is your course!  We will work to make 
it the best it can be, and great fun!  Hope to 
see you there. 

There will be a tuition charge for taking the 
SPC workshop series.  The tuition will be 
for the entire series of 6 workshops, and is 
$50.  Materials and the exam fee are extra.  
This is a real bargain, working out to less 
than $10 per class for what is planned to be 
a terrific educational experience!   

We will consider admitting auditors; that is, 
those attending for general interest and edu-
cation, and not planning to take the SPC 
test.  Although we encourage everyone to 
go for the gold and take the test, it is under-
stood that some may simply want to attend 
as they might attend a master class without 
actually playing.  The charge for auditors 
will be $10 per class, and there is no expec-
tation of any actual playing time, nor par-
ticipation in the practice examinations held 
at the end of the course. 

Members of any AGO chapter who can 

SPC Course—the fine print! 

Phone: 203-879-3709 
Fax: 203-757-6382 

Email: pipeline@waterburyago�
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Bristol Baptist Church, 43 School Street, is hosting the ������
������������  handbell choir directed by Jane Nolan in concert 
on Saturday, December 13 at 7 p.m. There is no admission charge, 
but a free-will offering will be taken.  
 
 

��������� ��
���	
����

������


