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TThey’re playing our songs!hey’re playing our songs!  
 

This is our year!  The Year of the Pipe Organ!  

We’ve earned it, make no mistake.  For decades 

we have studied and practiced 

and perfected our technique, 

and now we have our very own 

Year!  As the man says:  “What 

a country!” 

 

Well, what are we going to do 
with our very own year?  What can we contribute 
to and what can we take from this 365 day extrava-
ganza?  What can we do to promote the organ in 
the musical world and, more importantly, in the 
larger world beyond? 

 

Well first of all, the Waterbury chapter will con-
tinue to do what it always does—Have Fun!  
We’ve got a program jam-packed with fun and 
excitement planned for the coming year, and you 
won’t want to miss a single event!   

 

The showcase event of our year will be our contri-
bution to the World’s Largest Organ Concert”, on 
Sunday October 19th.  Our own alumnus, the re-
doubtable Fred Teardo, will play a concert at First 
Congregational Church in Waterbury.  Currently 
Associate Organist at the prestigious St. Thomas 
Church on Fifth Avenue in New York, Fred is 

rightly considered one of the brightest up-and-
coming young organists in the country.  He’ll be 

playing for the home town crowd, so by all means 
plan to be there to cheer him on! 

 

One thing you can give to the organ in this, its’ 
special year, is your enthusiasm!  And a great way 

to channel that enthusiasm would be to spread the 
word about AGO to organists and organ enthusi-

asts who are not yet members.  Invite them to our 
functions so they can see just what a group of party 

animals we are!  Nothing square about us organ-
ists, that’s for darn sure!!  Let’s make it a goal to 
increase our membership in this, the Year of the 

Pipe Organ! 

 

Another great contribution you make every week 

is the gift of music!  Make this the year that you 

introduce your listeners to new and beautiful or-

gan music, whatever the occasion!  It really is all 

about the music, after all.  Without the music, the 

organ is just a collection of 

exotic whistles, or, heaven 

forbid, sound samples!!  So 

make the music the focus 

this year, and play your 

hearts out! 

 

A great way to boost your spirits, enhance your 
abilities and learn a whole new repertoire would 
be to pursue Certification in this, the Year of the 
Pipe Organ.  We are going to go forward with a 
series of workshops and programs that focus on 
the requirements of the Service Playing Certifi-
cate.  Our Kickoff program will be held on Sun-
day, 19 October at First Congregational Church 
in Waterbury, at 3pm, before the Fred Teardo 
concert.  It will feature Cheryl Duerr, our own 
Regional Coordinator for Education.  Cheryl has 
been there and done that, having achieved the 
level of Associate, and she is also a Life Coach 
specializing in helping people change the direc-
tion of their lives. (Even if you are already certi-
fied, it will be great to meet and listen to Cheryl!)  
This will be a year long effort, targeted at the 
exam cycle that will begin in the fall of 2009.  
We are planning workshops and programs ori-
ented toward preparation for the test for the SPC.   

 

Lastly, give the gift of your presence at as many 

of our events as possible this year!  We want to 

see you because, you see, YOU make the fun!  

Are we having fun yet!   
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Abraham  
Lincoln 
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Frederick Teardo is Associate Or-

ganist at Saint Thomas Church, 

Fifth Avenue in New York City, 

where he accompanies the 

church’s renowned Choir of Men 

and Boys. He received both the 

Master of Music and Master of 

Musical Arts degrees from the 

Yale School of Music and Insti-

tute of Sacred Music, studying 

organ with Thomas Murray and 

harpsichord with Richard Re-

phann. He received his Bachelor 

of Music degree with Highest Honors from the 

Eastman School of Music, where he studied organ 

with David Higgs. His other teachers have in-

cluded Stephen Roberts and Has-

kell Thomson. He has also studied 

improvisation with William Porter 

and Jeffrey Brillhart. 

 

An avid performer, Frederick 

Teardo has won first prize in nu-

merous competitions. He has per-

formed across the United States, 

and has also been a featured per-

former at Regional and National 

Conventions of the American 

Guild of Organists and Organ 

Historical Society, on the NPR program Pipe-

dreams, and in a segment on the revived interest in 

the pipe organ on ABC World News Tonight. 

From the naxos.com website 
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From Cheryl Duerr, Regional Coordinator for EducationFrom Cheryl Duerr, Regional Coordinator for Education  
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Fall is the perfect time to begin preparation for a Guild Exam.  The requirements are always printed in the July 
edition of TAO so that candidates can have the maximum time for preparation.  Choose a level and make it a 
stretch so that you really get something out of it!  Studying for the exams has given me invaluable training in the 
practical skills  which I now use every day – you know – the ones that give us all a fright – transposition, modula-
tion, score reading.  You are not alone – and help is available in the form of great study guides available online, 
study and peer groups, and peers who have done it and can offer valuable insight.  Afraid you won’t pass the first 
time?  NO PROBLEM!  Many people  - names you will recognize - have taken the exams multiple times, and they 
will tell you it was well worth it.   

The 2009 Examination Dates and fees are: 

Service Playing Test, $75  
October 1, 2008 through April 30, 2009 
Colleague Examination, Both Sections $125, Single Section $100 
November 14, 2008; May 15, 2009; November 13, 2009 
Choir Master Examination, Both Sections $200, Single Section $150 
June 3, 2009, (morning and afternoon) 
Associateship and Fellowship Examinations, Both Sections $200, Single Section $150 
June 4 and 5, 2009, (paperwork section both mornings; organ playing one of the afternoons) 

(Note—we will be planning for testing in the Fall 2009 time frame) 

To request an application for an examination, contact National Headquarters at AGOHQ.ORG, 475 Riverside 

Drive, Suite 1260, New York, NY  10115, or call 212-870-2310. 

In my own experience, this aphorism by Abraham Lincoln says volumes - Things may come to those who wait, but 
only the things left by those who hustle.  Please don’t hesitate to contact me if your hustling needs a kick start!  The 

exams were critical to my taking charge of my career as a professional musician, and if I can do it, you can too! 

Cheryl Duerr, AAGO 

Region I Coordinator for Education 

clduerr@gmail.com 

781-860-8893 
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Registrar 

33 Averyll Avenue 

Wolcott, CT 06716 
�
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strument please call: 

Kathy Wurster 

732-873-8335 or 

732-672-5916 

 

 

This month we have an empty bench that 
comes with a free organ! 

 

Kathy Wurster contacted me about an organ 
that her mother, a church organist, used at 
home for a practice instrument.  It is now 

looking for a new home, and may be had 

for the asking. 

 

It is a 2 manual Wurlitzer electronic organ 

with a 2 octave pedal arrangement (not sure 
if it is a real pedalboard or one of those 

smaller spinet type pedal sets) and 8 or 
more stops (Kathy, not an organist herself, 
wasn’t sure when we spoke.) 

 

If you or anyone (or any school or church 

or retirement home etc) could use this in-

Empty Organ Benches 

Phone: 203-879-3709 

Fax: 203-757-6382 

Email: pipeline@waterburyago�
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Changes: 
Just a quick note to let you know that I have resigned from my position at 
Mill Plain Union Church and have accepted the position at First Congrega-
tional Church in West Torrington ( 1.9 miles from our home! ). This Sun., 
Aug. 17th is my last Sunday a MPU and I begin at First. Cong. Sept 1st. I 
was at MPU since 1991.  
Musically Yours, Ken Beyer 

Pipes, Pasta and Peregrinations!  

September 21, 2008 Meeting  

~ A Summer’s End Concert-Nosh in Norwich ~  

 

4:00 – 4:20 Lee Memorial Methodist Church mini-recital  

(Andover Organ)  

4:30 – 5:15 Appetizers/Happy Hour at The Harp and Dragon  

5:25 – 5:45 Central Baptist Church mini-recital  

(Rodgers Trillium Organ) 

 

5:55 – 7:00 Dinner at La Stella  

7:10 Cathedral mini-recital and dessert  

(Aeolian-Skinner Organ)  

In order to save gas and parking spaces, we will carpool from the Lee Memorial Methodist 

lot to the downtown locations . 

 

This is something you don’t want to miss, so please contact either Doug Green 

(DGreen860@aol.com) or Jesse Glaude jglaude@earthlink.net) by September 18th to let us 

know that you’ll be attending. Bring your appetites, ears and bon mots…this promises to be 

an unforgettable opener to a wonderful year! 
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