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Hopefully we are all enjoying the 
summer, which is now upon us in 
all of its’ glory!  But as you are la-
dling out the SPF 30, don’t forget 
about  our special summer work-
shop—������� �� � �	 �� 
	
�����
 !  Bill Degan has prepared 
an outstanding program for us next 
Saturday, July 19th starting with 
lunch at 11:30 at Applewood Res-
taurant, 820 Farmington Ave. (Rt. 
6), Bristol.  
After lunch, we will proceed to St. 
Matthew Church in Forestville 
(120 Church Ave.) at 12:30 for the 
program.  
 

And speaking of SPF, why not think 
about SPC as well!  It won’t protect 
against sunburn, but it will leave you 
with a warm feeling, and a healthy 
glow!  The summer Dean’s Message 
is all about certification, and you’ll 
find it on page 2! 
 
Hope to see you all on the 19th, and 
have a safe and wonderful summer! 
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Certified!  It means many things.  
Much of our food is certified, by one 
agency or another, to be of a certain 
quality.  Your accountant is certified 
to be of a certain competence and in-
tegrity.  Doctors, lawyers, pilots, en-
gineers and many other professionals are 
certified, or licensed, to practice their 
trade.  Certification implies a certain stan-
dard of quality, and promotes trust in the 
individuals so designated.   
 
Certification always involves evaluation, 
sometimes through written examinations, 
perhaps practical or oral examination, and 
often both.  As one example, a prospective 
pilot, even at the recreational level, must 
pass both a written examination 
(nowadays administered by computer)
and a practical test given in an airplane.  
Both must be successfully completed be-
fore certification is granted. 
 
As organists, we too can achieve certifi-
cation, through the AGO programs for 
the  SPC, Associate, Colleague, and Fel-
low levels.  These represent, of course, a 
self imposed program - fortunately we 
have no government bureaucracy med-

dling in our artistic affairs by requiring li-
censes!  (Imagine if an organist had to 
have a special "type rating", like a pilot 
needs to fly the larger jets, to play a big 
organ such as the Newberry Organ in 
Woolsey Hall!)  Even so, the achievement 
is very real, and organists and organ en-
thusiasts everywhere instantly respect 
those initials after a recipient's name. 
 
Anyone who has looked at the require-
ments for the F.A.G.O. realizes that this is 

not to be considered a casual pro-
ject, even for a virtuoso!  But one 
need not start at the top.  The re-
quirements for the Service Playing 
Certificate, the first level of certifi-
cation the AGO offers, are more in 

line with the professional skills of a 
working organist, and should be well 
within the realm of possibility for nearly 
all of us.  There will be hard work in-
volved in preparing for the examination, 
to be sure, but of what value would the 
certificate be without that?   
 
Why not set yourself the goal of becom-
ing certified over the next year!  If you 
already hold the SPC, perhaps you might 
set your sights on the AAGO.  Chal-
lenges like these keep the mental juices 
flowing, postpone the ageing process, in-
crease self esteem, and may even aid in 
weight loss!  (your results may vary, offer void in 
Texas and the District of Columbia, see fine print for de-

tails!!) 
 
As you look over our proposed program 
for the coming year, you will see that we 
are in the process of creating several op-
portunities for programs that would be 
applicable to the SPC learning curve.  
Possibilities include workshops on the 
particular repertoire on the exam, sight 
reading, transposition, and so on.  Let us 
know what you think would be of value 
and let's make this a group effort.  Let's 
make it our goal, as a chapter, to help as 
many of our members as are interested to 
achieve certification next year!  Seems 
like a good goal for the "Year of the Pipe 
Organ"! 
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Why not set 
yourself the 
goal of be-
coming cer-
tified over 
the next 
year!   
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Sunday 19 October 2008—Year of the Pipe Organ 
concert—Waterbury CT.   

 

Monday 19 January 2009—Yale organ crawl and 
Mory’s, New Haven CT 

 

Sunday 15 February 2009—Ecumenical Choir 
Festival—Waterbury CT 

 

Monday 9 March 2009—German Organs pre-
sented by Steve Roberts 

 

19 or 26 April 2009—Students and Members Re-
cital—Waterbury CT 

May 2009—Wanamaker Organ Crawl—
Philadelphia PA 

 

7 June 2009—Annual meeting and Picnic, Alice 
Mancinone’s place 

 

September, November, and December 2008—
possible programs related to SPC certification. 

 

In addition, we will plan one or two “open organ 
bench” evenings during the course of the year, at 
venues of special interest! 

 

Your program ideas are welcome! 

Contact: Ms Gertrude Srugis, 860-283-0577 for 
audition and interview.  
Church email: f.lutheranchurch@sbcglobal.net.  
Church phone: 203-753-0223  
 
Current organist: Marj Haas 203-271-1678, who is 
sadly leaving this position to retire in Sedona AZ. 
 
 

Organists---great career potential! Starting with 
AGO salary guidelines, build your own job de-
scription. Possibilities include directing 4-part 
choir, 3-octave bells, and teaching. Two manual 
recently re-furbished Moller. Lively acoustics. 
Appreciative congregation. Interim pastor Karen 
DeWerth-Wamester. 
First Lutheran Church 
88 Cooke Street 
Waterbury, CT.  
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A sensible and 
inexpensive brass 
instrument  
 



Registrar 
33 Averyll Avenue 
Wolcott, CT 06716 
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Organist / Choir Director 
First Congregational Church of West Torrington 

First Congregational Church of West Torrington is a bible-based, growing and 
active community. Music is a vital part of our worship and church life.  
We are looking for an Organist / Choir Director to start either late August or the 
beginning of September, 2008. 
The church has a pipe organ that was installed in the late 1800s and a baby grand 
piano, both which are maintained for optimal performance. 
Duties include but are not limited to: 
· Plans and selects service music 
· Provides music for Sunday services (9:00 am) and for special services  
· Rehearses the adult choir (currently 16 members) once a week in preparation 

for Sunday services 
· Confers with the Christian Education Director to determine children's choir 

performance schedule and music. 
· Rehearses the children's choir (currently 10 members), as needed for perform-

ance schedule. 
Please send a resume with cover letter, including salary requirements, to Karen 
Lancaster, First Congregational Church, 835 Riverside Avenue, Torrington, CT 
06790. Karen can be contacted at 860-462-6396 or ksakami36@optonline.net 
for more information. 
_________________________________________________________________ 
The Episcopal Church of the Holy Advent located in the shoreline town of Clin-
ton CT has an opportunity for an organist/choirmaster to play its pipe organ and 
develop senior and youth choirs. For details contact Rev Bruce Shipman at 83 
East Main St, P. O. Box 56, Clinton CT 06413 or by e-mail at bruceship-
man@sbcglobal.net 
__________________________________________________________________ 
Cheshire Lutheran Church at 660 West Main Street, Cheshire, Ct 203-272-5106 is 
seeking a part time Director of Music. Desires a skilled organist/choir director fa-
miliar with liturgical tradition. Position includes direction of 2 voice choirs and 
bell choir. Send resume and references to church address or e-mail Rev. Gustaf-
son at 
office@cheshirelutheran.org  
Rev. Charles Gustafson, Pastor, Cheshire Lutheran church 
__________________________________________________________________ 
Here is a unique opportunity for a person or a 
church in need of some stained glass!  The 
American Airlines terminal at JFK had the larg-
est stained glass window in the world.  This high 
quality glass was salvaged just prior to the build-
ing being torn down, and is now available for 
sale at $95 per sq.ft. from: 
Olde Good Things—Chelsea, Manhattan or 
Scranton PA. 
http://oldegoodthings.com/index.html 
 

Empty Organ Benches 

Phone: 203-879-3709 
Fax: 203-757-6382 

Email: pipeline@waterburyago	
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